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The War Crimes Research Group (WCRG) brings together researchers and practitioners across 
a range of disciplines and encourages a diversity of approaches to the study of war crimes – 
understood in the broadest sense – and war. It provides a focal point for world-leading research, 
workshops and seminars, and also runs a mailing list (warcrimes@kcl.ac.uk) whose membership 
includes scholars, practitioners, policy-makers and others outside King’s.  
 
Follow us @WarCrimesKCL 
   

 
Reconciliation after War (Crimes): Historical 
Perspectives 
Interdisciplinary workshop, King’s College London, 30 November – 1 December 2017. 

Reconciliation is often cited as a key objective in the aftermath of violent conflict, where goals of peace, justice and 
reconciliation are seen as not only complementary but mutually reinforcing.  But it is often unclear what, precisely, is meant 
by reconciliation, how, exactly, different activities and processes might foster reconciliation, and at what level (individual, 
community, group, state, inter-state). Moreover, whilst there has been attention to reconciliation internationally in the 
contemporary era and much discussion about the relationship between processes of transitional justice and reconciliation in 
contemporary contexts, little is known or written about how reconciliation has been practised (or not) in the past. Has 
reconciliation ever truly been achieved, or is reconciliation better understood as a trajectory to which there is no ‘end-state’? 
This workshop will bring together historians and others from different disciplines to explore the concept and practice of 
reconciliation in different periods in the past and in different cultural, geographical and historical contexts to explore, inter 
alia, these questions: 
 

• How has reconciliation been conceptualised and practised across time and space – in different regions of the world 
and throughout history?  

• What factors have affected the success or failure of attempts to achieve post-conflict reconciliation? 
• How have parties addressed issues of accountability, reparation, punishment, forgiveness, mercy, repentance and 

grace?  
• How has reconciliation been resisted? Where and by whom?  

 
We invite contributions that address these themes from a wide variety of perspectives, and historical eras – ranging from 
the English and American Civil Wars to more contemporary histories drawing on twentieth century experience around the 
globe.  We welcome submissions from artists, practitioners, PhD students, early career researchers and established scholars. 
We anticipate publishing those papers selected for the workshop in an edited volume/journal special edition. 
 
Please send your paper proposal to Henry Redwood (henry.redwood@kcl.ac.uk) by 31  May 2017, including: 

• Name, affiliation and contact email. 
• Title and 250-word abstract 
• A brief biographical note 

 
This workshop is part of an AHRC-funded project, Art and Reconciliation: Conflict, Culture and Community, a major 
collaborative initiative involving an inter-disciplinary team of investigators at King’s College London, the London School of 
Economics and The University of the Arts in London. The research is funded under the Conflict Theme of the Partnership 
for Conflict Crime and Security Research (PaCCS), an initiative of Research Councils UK, and the Global Challenges 
Research Fund (GCRF).  For more information, contact Rachel.kerr@kcl.ac.uk or see www.artreconciliation.org.uk 
 


