
 

  

The Restitution Foundation, the Human Sciences Research Council 

and the Castle of Good Hope, along with our partners and patrons, 

would value your presence at the inaugural Conference on Restitution 

in South Africa. 

 

Restitution is a difficult, restless and provocative word. It speaks about 

confronting injustice and actively deciding what needs to be done to 

address a past that continues to erode the present despite our many efforts. 

While it includes the problem of land and socio-economic redress, 

restitution ultimately aims at restoring dignity, a sense of belonging and all 

our humanity.  

 

This conference primarily asks what is restitution and how it can be 

achieved. It outlines what is needed to ensure a future where there is 

something for everyone –to have, to do, and to give– so that the next 20 

years of our democracy are better than the last, and so that our history of 

colonial and Apartheid oppression is squarely faced and overcome.  

 

Who should attend? 

Practitioners and academics, in all sectors –community development, 

sociology, business, politics, psychology, economics– as well as across all 

our divides, whether religious, racial, political, geographical or generational. 

 

Proposals for papers and sessions 

Proposals for concurrent sessions are invited using the attached template. 

The deadline for submissions is 4th August 2016. For further information 

and to submit proposals please email Dr. Deon Snyman at 

deon.snyman@telkomsa.net  or call 072 080 4717  

 

 

 

CONFERENCE CHAIRS   

 Prof. Sharlene Swartz, Human Sciences Research 

Council 

 Ms. Zinzi Mgolodela, Woolworths 

 Rev. Lionel Louw, University of Cape Town 

(retired) 
 

PARTNERS 

 Prof Ben Cousins, Plaas, University of the Western 

Cape 

 Mr Calvyn Gilfellan, Castle of Good Hope 

 Prof Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, Stellenbosch 

University 

 Mr Stanley Henkeman, Institute for Justice and 

Reconciliation 

 Dr Marjorie Jobson, Khulumani Support Group 

 Fr Michael Lapsley, Institute for the Healing of 

Memories 

 Mr Ron Martin, SA First People’s Museum 

 Prof Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni, UNISA 

 Dr Deon Snyman, Restitution Foundation 

 Mr Craig Stewart, The Warehouse 

Rev Johan van Rooyen, Groote Kerk

 Times:   16.00 – 21.30 on 9th and  

08.15 – 18.00 on 10th  

Venue:  Castle of Good Hope,  

  Cape Town 



PRACTICAL DETAILS 

There is no charge for the conference although a contribution of R150 per person for the 2nd day 

of the conference would be appreciated. Entrance to the conference is via pre-registration only. 

Parking will be available on the Grand Parade. No accommodation is provided. The Castle is 

easily accessible by public transport – bus, train and taxi. 

 

WHY A CONFERENCE ON RESTITUTION AND WHY NOW? 

The past few years along with the events of the recent months has shown us that we are not the 

rainbow nation we once envisaged. Increasing protests, racism, inequality, poverty and political 

contention tell us that there is still much more to be done. “Why not talk about upliftment or 

development or charity or even reconciliation and social justice instead?” many ask. The answer 

is that we have done so yet we are not yet the country we long for. Instead, talking about 

restitution allows us to address comments in our society that include: “Let’s forget the past and 

move on”, “I worked for what I have”, “Don’t blame me for something I had no part in”, “This is not 

about race but about poverty and education”, “Until the corruption stops, I’m not lifting a finger” , 

“We want our land back. Full stop”, “White people hide behind their wealth and privilege”, and 

“Nothing has changed. You can’t eat freedom”. 

 

WHAT DOES THE CONFERENCE HOPE TO ACHIEVE? 

To address these issues we will spend time developing and deepening conceptual 

understandings of restitution and finding ways to discuss, debate and scale up practical and 

realistic models that can be implemented throughout our country. In plenary sessions we will 

consider intergenerational, institutional and everyday responses to restitution, along with group 

discussion that will help us to chart the way forward.  

 

THE RESTITUTION FOUNDATION is a Cape Town based non-profit organisation that promotes 

socio-economic justice, healing and reconciliation through restitution. Its mission is to be a 

catalyst for restitution in South Africa. Its patrons are Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu; 

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba; Prof Jonathan Jansen; Prof Mark Solms and Dr. Mary Burton. Board 

members are Prof. Sharlene Swartz (Chair); Mike Winfield; Prof Geoff Everingham; Zinzi 

Mgolodela; Nolubabalo Ndevu; Dr Charles Robertson; Rev René August; Msizi Cele; Rev Lynn 

Pedersen; Rev. Lionel Louw and Dr Deon Snyman (COO). 

 

THE HUMAN SCIENCES RESEARCH COUNCIL is South Africa’s statutory research agency and 

is the largest dedicated research institute in the social sciences and humanities on the African 

continent, doing cutting-edge public research in areas that are crucial to development. Our 

mandate is to inform the effective formulation and monitoring of government policy; to evaluate 

policy implementation; to stimulate public debate through the effective dissemination of research-

based data and fact-based research results; to foster research collaboration; and to help build 

research capacity and infrastructure for the human sciences. 

 

THE CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE is a historically important venue; a place that holds stark 

reminders of exploitation, persecution, pain and dispossession, yet offers opportunity for critical 

active reflection.  This year the Castle commemorates its 350th year of existence. As Calvyn 

Gilfellan, the Castle’s CEO says, “This is a commemoration not a celebration. One cannot in all 

decency celebrate the slavery and oppression synonymous with the Castle under colonial and 

Apartheid rule. However a conference such as this, aimed at inclusivity and understanding, 

provides a momentous opportunity to re-imagine the Castle as a catalyst for restitution”. 

 

SA FIRST PEOPLES’ MUSEUM 

www.firstpeoplesmuseum.co.za 
South Africa’s first specialist Museum dedicated to celebrating the rich 

heritage of the First Indigenous Peoples, 
the Khoe-khoe & Boesman 

 

 

 
 


