
Call for Papers for an Edited Volume 
 

Where Peace and Conflict Take Place. Analysing Peace and Conflict from a Spatial 
Perspective 

 
Annika Björkdahl, University of Lund 

Susanne Buckley-Zistel, Philipps University Marburg 
 
 

 
Analysing violent conflicts and peace building from a spatial perspective is slowly but steadily holding 
entry into critical peace and conflict studies. The objective of the edited volume is to advance this 
development by providing a collection of chapters which explore the relationship between space, conflict 
and peace, both empirically and theoretically. It seeks to map the diverse ways in which space and place 
are presently conceptualised and analytically employed to make sense of conflict and peace.  
 
Much of the analysis of violent conflicts inadvertently incorporates a spatial perspective when focusing on 
struggles over territory, borders or resources. Geography, topography and but also global-local relations 
assume an integral part of academic frameworks. What is missing, though, is to bring to the fore the 
spatial dimension of these perspectives by drawing on spatial theory, i.e. by using space as an analytic 
category. Similarly, regarding the building of peace, social and political practises cannot be considered 
detached from the grounded sites where actions take place and need to be made visible by academic 
research. This may include, yet is not limited to, the exploration of actual sites of peace building such as 
places where the parties to the conflict meet or which are constructed to deal with the legacy of violence. 
In a similar vein, institutions of peacebuilding such as international organisations may be assessed through 
the lens of space. 
 
To this end, following the spatial turn in social science the volume explores the emergence of conflict and 
peace as situated within and constitutive of different spaces and places. This recognises that plural forms 
of conflict and peace may co-exist in a given space. Moreover, it maps the everyday practices that sustain 
or obstruct them and investigates the agency expressed in these spaces. In this sense, it draws attention to 
how the performative practice leading to the emergence of conflict and peace is both enabled and 
constraint by its spatial situatedness. 
 
We invite contributions which draw on critical peace and conflict studies, sociology, politics, anthropology 
and critical geography or other disciplines to theoretically and empirically discuss peace and conflict from 
a spatial perspective. This may include, yet is not limited to, the following questions: 
 

- How can spaces of the emergence of conflict and peace be grasped conceptionally? 
- With a view to critical geography, what spatial dimension are relevant regarding the emergence of 

violent conflicts and how can they be explored from a spatial perspective? 
- How do landscapes or cityscapes impact on war and peace, and vice versa? 
- How does space influence the building of peace? What role do particular places such as 

international organisations, memorials, truth commissions, cross-party meeting places, etc. play? 
- Is there a gender perspective to space in the context of war and peace? 
- How can agency and structure be conceptionalised from a spatial perspective? 
- How can the global and the local and their interaction be explored from the perspective of space? 

 
This is an ambitious project which aims to collect what we know about the topic in a single yet 
interdisciplinary volume. Given the diversity of perspectives and the methodological pluralism, we seek to 
prompt a debate about space and place in peace and conflict research and illuminate the divergence and 
similarities between different approaches. We anticipate the publication to reach a wide audience, be 
useful as a compendium, bibliography, and most importantly to reinforce understandings slowly emerging 
about where peace takes place. 

 



We invite contributions which address the topic from a purely theoretical as well as from an empirically 
sustained perspective. Please send your abstract (500 words) and a biographic note (100 words) to 
space@staff.uni-marburg.de 
 
Deadline is 31 of March 2014.  
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